South Lancashire Fisheries Advisory Committee 2nd April, 1980. by unknown
North
West
Water
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington W A5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
F2/A6 26th March, 1980
To: Members of the South Lancashire 
Fisheries Advisory Committees 
(Messrs. R. D. Houghton (Chairman);
A. G. R. Brown; J. Clegg; J. Johnson;
G. Jones; J.P. Lord; R. H. Wiseman;
Dr. R. B. Broughton; Professor W. E. Kershaw; 
and the Chairman of the Authority (G. Mann); 
the Vice Chairman of the Author ity 
(A. Richardson) and the Chairman of 
the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 
(T. A. F. Barnes) (ex officio)).
Dear Member,
A meeting of the SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
will be held at 2.30 P.M. on WEDNESDAY, 2ND APRIL, 1980, at the 
LANCASHIRE AREA OFFICE of the RIVERS DIVISION, 48 WEST CLIFF, 
PRESTON, for consideration of the following business.
Yours faithfully,
G. W. SHAW,
Director of Administration.
A G E N D A
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 9th January, 1980 (enclosed 
herewith together with Minutes of the meeting of the Regional 
Fisheries Advisory Committee held on 4th February, 1980).
3. Membership of Committee - letter from Mr. J. Watson.
i.
4. Rod and line licence duties.
5. Stocks Reservoir.
6. Market survey at Worthington Lakes.
7. Mitton Fishery - report on match fishing 1979-80.
8. Calendar of meetings.
9. Report by the Area Fisheries Officer on fisheries 
activities.
10. Any other business.
Hem Ho. 2
F2/B1 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
9TH JANUARY, 1980
Present: R.D. Houghton, Esq. (Chairman)
Dr.R.B.Broughton, G. Jones, Esq.
A.G.R. Brown, Esq. Professor W.E.Kershaw 
J. Johnson, Esq. J.P. Lord, Esq.
R.H. Wiseman, Esq.
In attendance: Mr.David Tonks, Marketing Department,
University of Lancaster.
13. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from Mr.T.A.F. 
Barnes, Mr.G.Mann and Mr.A.Richardson.
14. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO MEMBER
The Chairman introduced Mr.G.Jones and welcomed him to his first 
meeting of the Advisory Committee.
15. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Committee held 
on 13th December, 1979, be approved as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman.
16. NET AND FIXED ENGINE LICENCE DUTIES
On 12th November, 1979, (Minute No.22) the Regional Committee resolved 
that the existing net and fixed engine licence duties within the 
Authority area be reviewed and a report be submitted to their next 
meeting in February of this year; the report to include appropriate 
comparisons with duties for similar instruments in Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland.
The Regional Fisheries Officer reported on the results of his con­
tinuing enquiries concerning comparable duties throughout the British 
Isles following which, the Committee gave consideration to the 
existing scale of duties and concluded that in relation to the 
existing rod and line licence duties and the rate of inflation 
experienced since 1st January, 1978, the present licence duties for 
nets and fixed engines were far too low.
RECOMMENDED:
That the Officers make recommendations to the Regional Committee 
concerning the review of licence duties applicable to nets and 
fixed engines in the light of their knowledge of all the cir­
cumstances prevailing.
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17. EEC DIRECTIVE ON THE QUALITY OF FRESH WATERS 
NEEDING PROTECTION OR IMPROVEMENT IN ORDER TO 
SUPPORT FISH LIFE
The EEC had adopted several Directives setting water quality 
objectives for a variety of purposes in the marine and freshwater 
environment. The aim of this Directive was to protect or improve the 
quality of those running or standing fresh waters which supported or 
which, if pollution were reduced or eliminated, would become capable 
of supporting freshwater fish. In this connection parameters to be 
applied to fresh water were specified, and imperative (mandatory) and 
guideline values were given.
In accordance with the requirements of the Directive the Authority 
had now drawn up an initial list of designated waters classified as 
salmonid or cyprinid and incorporated the list in a Consultation Paper 
which had been circulated widely among local authorities and 
interested organisations in the region. The list would be finalised 
and forwarded to DoE in May of this year for submission to the EEC by 
July, 1980.
DoE had advised that the implementation of the Directive should 
not unduly affect the Authority1s capital expenditure programme and 
consequently at this stage the designated waters comprised those which 
currently met the desired standards.
Following consideration of the aims and implications of the Directive 
the Committee expressed concern on two points in particular:-
(1) As the definition of water quality in its chemical and bio 
chemical composition by the EEC Directive had prevented the 
inclusion of waters of considerable area, that held large 
thriving fish populations, there was very little virtue in the 
present form of the Directive in relation to the waters of the 
region.
(2) The omission of waters from the initial list where improve­
ment programmes were in progress and where anticipated consequent 
improvements would enable those waters to meet the criteria of 
the Directive.
RECOMMENDED:
That canals within the region be surveyed with the object of 
designating those reaches which conform to the standards required 
by the Directive.
18. MARKET SURVEY AT WORTHINGTON LAKES
The Committee had before them copies of Appendix 8, extracted from a 
report prepared by the Department of Marketing of the University of 
Lancaster on the problems facing the Authority in providing and 
managing recreation on reservoirs.
Appendix 8 was entitled "A Survey of Visitors to the Worthington 
Lakes Country Park" and the full report was to be submitted to the 
Recreation Sub-Committee on 21st January, 1980.
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Mr.Tonks referred to the questionnaire used in conducting the 
survey and discussed various aspects of the management of the 
Worthington Lakes with the Committee.
With Mr. A. G. R. Brown dissenting it was
RECOMMENDED:
That in the light of the findings of the survey, trout be 
re-introduced into Worthington Reservoir and that the reservoir 
be managed in this manner for a minimum period of three years.
(At this point the Chairman expressed the appreciation of the 
Committee to Mr. Tonks for his attendance and Mr.Tonks retired 
from the meeting).
19. DISPOSAL OF REDUNDANT RESERVOIRS
The Committee noted that the Authority had approved the Committee's 
request to be informed of cases arising within the area of the 
Committee, involving the disposal of redundant Authority owned 
reservoirs.
20. REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON 
FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
The migratory fish runs appeared to have been the best for many 
years and it was anticipated that the final rod and line catch of 
salmon on the Ribble system would be in the region of 1,000/1,200 
fish.
Other matters discussed included the fish counting installations and 
hatchery work; the Area fisheries Officer reporting also on stocking 
by angling associations and the poaching situation.
RESOLVED:
That the report be received and approved.
F1/A8 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
4TH FEBRUARY, 1980
Present: T. A. F. Barnes, Esq. (Chairman)
J. S. Bailey, Esq. W. F. Hobson, Esq.
A. G. R. Brown, Esq. R. D. Houghton, Esq.
J. M. Croft, Esq. J. Johnson, Esq.
E. P. Ecroyd, Esq. R. A. Parkin, Esq.
T. M. Farrer, Esq. Major J. G. W. Skipwith
J. H. Fell, Esq. L. B. Williams, Esq.
G. Wilson, Esq.
29. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME TO MEMBER
The Chairman welcomed Major J. G. W. Skipwith to his first meeting 
of the Committee.
30. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from Mrs. W. 
Lomas, Mr. Wm. McKenna, Mr. G. Mann and Mr. A. Richardson.
31. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 
12th November, 1979, be approved as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman.
32. MINUTES OF LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES
A. Derwent and West Cumbria
The Chairman of the Derwent and West Cumbria Advisory Committee 
submitted the proceedings of the meeting held on 7th January, 1980.
The Committee was informed that in relation to Minute No. 18 
regarding representation on the Special Sub-Committee, set 
up to make decisions on matters arising in connection with the 
Public Inquiry into water supply for West Cumbria, the Chairman 
of the Authority had invited Mr. T. A. F. Barnes to be present at 
meetings of the Sub-Committee when matters with fisheries 
implications were to be discussed.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Derwent and 
West Cumbria Advisory Committee held on 7th January, 1980, 
be received and that the recommendation contained in Minute 
No. 17 (EEC Directive on the quality of freshwaters) be 
considered under the appropriate agenda item.
(2) That in the light of the decision taken by the Chairman 
of the Authority; the recommendation contained in Minute No.
18 be not approved.
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B. North Cumbria
The Chairman of the North Cumbria Advisory Committee submitted 
the Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 8th 
January, 1980.
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting of the North Cumbria 
Advisory Committee held on 8th January, 1980, be received 
and that the recommendation contained in Minute No. 17 
(Survey of goosanders and mergansers) be approved.
C. South Lancashire
The Chairman of the South Lancashire Advisory Committee 
submitted the proceedings of the meetings held on 13th December,
1979, and 9th January, 1980.
In considering the detailed recommendation relating to the 
proposals for the development of Stocks Reservoir as a trout 
fishery (Minute No. 12, 13th December, 1979) The Committee 
appreciated the management problems associated with the site, 
which formed a major part of the the estimated high capital costs 
and annual net expenditure associated with the proposals. 
Even so these figures had been reduced to the absolute minimum 
having due regard to the necessary safety standards to be 
observed. The Committee noted the unlikelihood of grant-aid 
being forthcoming from the Sports Council.
The officers undertook to seek an alternative site which could 
be established as a still water trout fishery at less cost, and 
concurrently to consider the future management alternatives for 
Stocks Reservoir.
The Chairman emphasised that there was no intention of converting 
an existing coarse fishery to provide the facility of a still 
water trout fishery.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meetings of the South 
Lancashire Advisory Committee held on 13th December, 1979 
and 9th January, 1980 be received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 12, 
13th December, 1979, (Stocks Reservoir) be not approved and 
the Water Management Committee be advised that in view of 
the present financial climate, the development of Stocks 
Reservoir primarily as a trout fishery be postponed, but 
that any development of an alternative site as a trout 
fishery be not allowed to prejudice the future development 
of Stocks Reservoir as such.
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(3) That the recommendation contained in Minute No 18, 
9th January, 1980, (Market Survey at Worthington Lakes) 
be not approved and the Recreation Sub-Committee be advised 
that this Committee recommends that Worthington Lake 
be retained as a coarse fishery for a minimum period of 5 
years.
(4) That recommendations Numbered 16 (Net and fixed engine 
licence duties) and 17 (EEC Directive on the quality of 
freshwaters) 9th January, 1980, be considered under the 
appropriate agenda items.
D. Lune, Wyre and Furness
The Chairman of the Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory Committee 
submitted the proceedings of the meetings held on 13th December, 
1979, and 10th January, 1980.
On 13th December, 1979, the Committee had considered, inter alia, 
amendments to the proposed byelaws for the River Lune which had 
been suggested by MAFF and the Committee had recommended further 
amendments which were subsequently accepted by MAFF.
After consultation with the Chairman of the Regional Committee 
the Chairman of the Authority, acting under his delegated powers 
for matters of urgency, gave formal approval to the Local 
Committee's recommendations to ensure the byelaws would be 
operative on 1st April, 1980 for a three year period.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meetings of the Lune, Wyre 
and Furness Advisory Committee held on 13th December, 1979 
and 10th January, 1980, be received.
(2) That the recommendations contained in Minutes numbered 
21 (Survey of goosanders and mergansers) and 27 (Netting 
practice on the Lune estuary) 10th January, 1980, be 
approved.
(3) That with the substitution of the words "in appropriate 
juvenile form" for the word "smolts", the recommendation 
contained in Minute No. 29 (Stocking - River Crake) 10th 
January, 1980, be approved.
E. Mersey and Weaver
The Chairman of the Mersey and Weaver Advisory Committee 
submitted the proceedings of the meeting held on 16th January,
1980.
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Strong concern was expressed at the lack of an adequate 
bailiffing force in the Mersey and Weaver area; Associations 
being extremely keen to receive advice on fishery management and 
an acceptable level of patrols to ensure the enforcement of the 
licensing provisions, being required,
RESOLVED:
(1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Mersey and 
Weaver Advisory Committee held on 16th January, 1980, be 
received.
(2) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 14 
(Bailiffing Staff - Mersey and Weaver Area) be not approved, 
and the following recommendation to the Finance and 
Personnel Sub-Committee be substituted therefore.
(3) That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 17 
(EEC Directive on the quality of freshwaters) be considered 
under the appropriate agenda item.
RECOMMENDED:
That in view of the considerably increased income expected 
to accrue from licensed angling, and the requests for advice 
on fishery management in the Mersey and Weaver area, the 
bailiffing staff in the area be strengthened as a matter of 
urgency.
33. NET AND FIXED ENGINE LICENCE DUTIES
A schedule was submitted incorporating comparative duties paid in 
respect of nets and fixed engines in Eire, Northern Ireland and four 
water authorities.
In reviewing the duties, the aim was to achieve an increase in revenue 
of approximately 50%, in line with the increase which it was 
anticipated would be produced by the rod and line licence duties 
introduced on 1st January, 1980.
The observations of the local committees were sought at the January 
round of meetings, when the following recommendation was forthcoming:-
Derwent and West Cumbria and South Lancashire
"That the officers make recommendations to the Regional Committee 
concerning the review of licence duties applicable to nets and 
fixed engines in the light of their knowledge of all the 
circumstances prevailing".
The North Cumbria and Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory Committees 
adjourned consideration of the matter until their next meeting when 
Members would have had an opportunity for consultation with the 
relevant Associations.
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RESOLVED:
That a joint meeting of the North Cumbria and Lune, Wyre and
Furness Advisory Committees be convened at an early date, for
their final consideration of this matter; following which the 
Chairman of the Authority and the Chairman of the Committee
be requested to approve recommendations for submission to the 
Policy and Resources Committee.
34. EEC DIRECTIVE ON THE QUALITY OF FRESHWATERS NEEDING
PROTECTION OR IMPROVEMENT IN ORDER TO SUPPORT FISH LIFE
The EEC had adopted several directives setting water quality 
objectives for a variety of purposes in the marine and freshwater 
environment.
The aim of this directive was to protect or improve the quality 
of those running or standing freshwaters which supported or which, if 
pollution were reduced or eliminated, would become capable of 
supporting freshwater fish. In this connection parameters to be 
applied to freshwaters were specified, and imperative (mandatory) and 
guideline values were given.
In accordance with the requirements of the Directive the Authority 
had drawn up an initial list of designated waters classified as 
salmonid or cyprinid and incorporated the list in a Consultation 
Paper which had been submitted for observation to the local committees 
and circulated widely among local authorities and interested 
organisations in the region. The list would be finalised and 
forwarded to DOE in May for submission to EEC by July 1980.
The Committee noted that DOE had advised that the implementation 
of the directive should not unduly affect the Authority's capital 
expenditure programme and consequently at this stage the designated 
waters comprised those which currently met the desired standards.
The following recommendations were forthcoming from the January round 
of local committee meetings
Derwent and West Cumbria
"That the River Keekle be added to the list of designated 
freshwaters and the possibility of including Lostrigg Beck in the 
list be investigated".
South Lancashire
"That canals within the region be surveyed with the object 
of designating those reaches which conform to the standards 
required by the directive".
Mersey and. Weaver
"That the Authority aim to designate all recognised fisheries 
within the region as and when finance become available".
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RESOLVED:
(1) That as improvements in the quality of the River Keekle 
and Lostrigg Beck are of a long term nature and could not, 
within the specified time period meet the criteria laid down 
by the directive the recommendation of the Derwent and 
West Cumbria Advisory Committee contained in Minute No. 17, 
7th January, 1980, be not approved.
(2) That the recommendations of the South Lancashire 
and Mersey and Weaver Advisory Committees contained in their 
respective Minute No. 17, be approved for consideration by 
the Policy and Resources Committee.
35. ROD AND LINE LICENCE DUTIES
It was reported that the Finance and Personnel Sub-Committee were 
recommending to the Policy and Resources Committee that this Committee 
be instructed to formulate the proposals for increases in fishing 
licence duties to be effective from 1st January, 1981, of a level at 
least equal to forecast increases in inflation up to and including
1981.
RESOLVED:
That the the Local Advisory Committees be informed accordingly 
and their observations together with a full report be submitted 
to the next meeting of the Committee.
36. PUBLIC INQUIRY - WATER RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT FOR WEST CUMBRIA
The Chairman of the Derwent and West Cumbria Advisory Committee 
expressed concern regarding the alternative proposal for water supply 
to BNFL, brought forward, for the first time, at the Public Inquiry; 
whereby supply could be piped directly from Ennerdale Lake to the 
Company's premises at Windscale, thereby depriving the River Ehen of 
that flow of water, with the consequent pressure on the fisheries of 
the river.
F1/A28 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
2ND APRIL 1980
MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEE - LETTER FROM MR. J. WATSON
1. The attached letter has been received from Mr. John Watson of 
National Association of Specimen Groups requesting membership of 
of the Authority1s local fisheries advisory committees cover ing 
areas of the rivers Ribble and Lune. Following discussions with 
Watson it has been determined that he wished to be considered 
nomination to this Committee.
the 
one 
the 
Mr. 
for
2 . The Committee are invited to consider this request.
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Fl/Bll NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
2ND APRIL 1980 
ROD AND LINE LICENCE DUTIES
1. On 11th February the Authority considered Estimates and Charges for 
1980-81 and approved, inter alia, the following recommendation:-
"That the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee be instructed 
to formulate proposals for increases in fishing licence duties to 
be effective from 1st January, 1981 of a level at least equal to 
forecast increases in inflation up to and including 1981."
2. As net and fixed engine licence duties are currently under review 
with a view to introducing the new duties from 1st January, 1981, this 
report is confined to making proposals in regard to rod and line 
duties.
3. The rod and line duties were reviewed in 1978 with a view to 
introducing a two licence structure to come into operation of 1st 
January, 1979. It was estimated that income from those proposals 
would produce £284,000 which was 40% of the gross estimated 
expenditure on fisheries (£710,000) in 1977-78. The two-tier licence 
system was unacceptable to MAFF and the existing licence duties 
remained in operation for 1979. Revised proposals estimated to 
produce £276,000 were submitted in June 1979 and approved and came 
into operation on 1st January, 1980.
4. In view of the above history and the fact that the new duties came 
into operation during the financia l  year 1979-80 it seems reasonable 
to take the probable gross expenditure on fisheries in 1979-80 as a 
base point and measure forecast increases from that point. The 
estimated expenditure for 1980-81, which allows for inflation, has 
recently been approved in the Authority Budget. The 1981-82 
expenditure is estimated to be the 1980-81 figure plus 20%. The 20% 
is the current annual rate of inflation which seems hardly likely to 
be reduced in the foreseeable future and may, according to some 
forecasters, prove to be inadequate. The figures are shown below:-
£('000) Index
1979-80 Probable 966 100
1980-81 Estimate 1174 121
1981-82 Estimate (say) 1400 145
5. To conform with the instruction of the Authority it is necessary 
therefore to increase licence duties by 45% and it is recommended that 
the duties be as follows on 1st January, 1981.
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Present Duty Revised Duty
£ P £ P
Salmon Whole Area
Season Adult 
Part Season from June 1 
Season Junior etc.
Part Season Junior from June 1 
7 day
Migratory Trout Whole Area
Season Adult 
Season Junior etc.
7 day
Non Migratory Trout (Brown Trout,
Rainbow Trout & Char) Freshwater 
Fish and Eels
Season Adult 
Season Junior 
7 day
Commercial Eel Fishing
Fixed Eel Traps 25.00 per trap
Eel or Fyke nets .50 per net
Traps, Putcheons or Baskets 5.00 per 25 (or
part thereof).
(A straight increase of 45% would result in a number of duties ending 
in five pence. To facilitate giving change, season duties have been 
rounded down to the nearest ten pence and seven day duties rounded up 
to the nearest ten pence).
36.25
.75
7.25
3.00 4.30
1.50 2.20
.50 ' .80
5.00 
2.50
1.00
7.20
3.60
1.50
15.00
10.00
7.50 
5.00
2.50
21.70
14.50
10.90
7.20
3.70
F1/A27 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
2ND APRIL 1980 
STOCKS RESERVOIR
1. On 13th December, 1979 (Minute No. 12) the Committee made recom­
mendations relating to proposals for the development of Stocks 
Reservoir primarily as a trout fishery.
2. The recommendations were considered at the Regional Committee on 
4th February, 1980 (Minute No. 32C(2)) and the following resolution 
was agreed:
"That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 12, 13th 
December, 1979 (Stocks Reservoir) be not approved and the Water 
Management Committee be advised that in view of the present 
financial climate, the development of Stocks Reservoir primarily 
as a trout fishery be postponed, but that any development of an 
alternative site as a trout fishery be not allowed to prejudice 
the future development of Stocks Reservoir as such."
3. The Water Management Committee was informed, on 25th February, 
1980 that a report outlining the effect of the above recommendation on 
the Stocks Reservoir proposals would be submitted to the Recreation 
Sub-Committee as soon as possible.
Item la 6
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
P1/A26 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
2ND APRIL, 1980 
MARKET SURVEY AT WORTHINGTON LAKES
1. On 9th January, 1980 (Minute No. 18) the Committee recommended that 
following a Market Survey at Worthington Lakes, trout be re-introduced 
into Worthington Reservoir and that the reservoir should be managed in 
this manner for a minimum of three years.
2. At the meeting of the Regional Committee on 4th February, 1980 
(Minute No. 32c(3)) this matter was discussed and the following 
resolution was agreed;
"That the recommendation contained in Minute No. 18, 9th January, 
1980 (Market Survey at Worthington Lakes) be not approved and the 
Recreation Sub-Committee be advised that this Committee 
recommends that Worthington Lake be retained as a coarse fishery 
for a minimum period of five years."
3. A report is to be submitted to the next meeting of the Recreation 
Sub-Committee with regard to the management of this fishery.
Item Ho. 7
F1/B4 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
2ND APRIL, 1980
MITTON FISHERY
REPORT ON MATCH FISHING 1979-80
The three month period for coarse fishing on the Mitton water was 
marred this season by exceptionally persistent high water levels. The 
months of November and December, which were most heavily booked for 
matches suffered the worst of the winter floods. Flows during late 
December and January were somewhat reduced in the river but severe 
fluctuations in both level of the water and temperature did not make 
for ideal match conditions.
There were 13 Sundays available for booking
taken up, (as in 1978-79) . Returns were received
these, and the information given is tabulated ]
Species Number Length % of Total
Roach 3 13-25 cm 2.3
Perch - - -
Chub 86 35-38 cm 64.7
Dace 8 13-20 cm 6.0
Carp - - -
Bream - - -
Tench - - -
Barbel - - -
Grayling 8 15-30 cm 6.0
Bullhead 1 - 0.7
Eels 2 20-68 cm 1.5
Trout 23 15-30 cm 17.3
Sea Trout 2 25-35 cm 1.5
Salmon - - -
100.0
bookings November December January
Sundays booked 3 5 2
Sundays with returns 2 4 1
% of total reasons catch 15% 62% 23%
Fish per match; av.
% Av. match return for
10 20.5 31
season 7.5% 15.5% 23%
F1/A22 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
2ND APRIL, 1980
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 1980-81
1. On 3rd March, 1980, the Policy and Resources Committee approved 
a draft calendar of meetings for the Authority, Committees and 
Sub-Committees for the "Authority Year" from June 1980 for submission 
to the Authority for consideration at its Annual Meeting on 16th June,
1980, in accordance with Rule 1(3) of the Rules of the Authority.
2 . The dates proposed for meetings of the Regional and Local Fisheries 
Advisory Committees are set out in the appendix hereto for 
information. Any variations made at the Annual Meeting will be 
notified to members.
F1/A23 APPENDIX
REGIONAL AND LOCAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 1980-81
ADVISORY COMMITTEE TIME AND DATE OF MEETING
Mersey and Weaver 2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 18th June, 1980
Derwent and West Cumbria 2.30 p.m. Monday, 23rd June, 1980
North Cumbria 2.30 p.m. Tuesday, 24th June, 1980
South Lancashire 2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 25th June, 1980
Lune, Wyre and Furness 2.30 p.m. Monday, 30th June, 1980
REGIONAL 2.15 p.m. Monday, 28th July, 1980
Derwent and West Cumbria 2.30 p.m. Monday, 13th October, 1980
North Cumbria 2.30 p.ra. Tuesday, 14th October, 1980
South Lancashire 2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 15th October, 1980
Lune, Wyre and Furness 2.30 p.m. Monday, 20th October, 1980
Mersey and Weaver 2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 22nd October, 19 80
REGIONAL 2.15 p.m. Monday, 10th November, 1980
Derwent and West Cumbria 2.30 p.m. Monday, 5th January, 1981
North Cumbria 2.30 p.m. Tuesday, 6th January, 1981
South Lancashire 2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 7th January, 1981
Lune, Wyre and Furness 2.30 p.m. Monday, 12th January, 1981
Mersey and Weaver 2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 14th January, 1981
REGIONAL 2.15 p.m. Monday, 2nd February, 1981
Derwent and West Cumbria 2.30 p.m. Monday, 30th March, 1981
North Cumbria 2.30 p.m. Tuesday, 31st March, 1981
South Lancashire 2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 1st April 1981
Mersey and Weaver 2.30 p.m. Wednesday, 8th April, 1981
Lune, Wyre and Furness 2.30 p.m. Monday, 13th April, 1981
REGIONAL 2.15 p.m. Monday, 27th April, 1981
F2/A1 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
 SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
2ND APRIL, 1980
REPORT BY AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
1. RIVER CONDITIONS AND FISHING
High rainfall and snow melt water maintained river levels well 
above normal throughout December, January and February. The high 
water conditions severely affected coarse fishing and in general fewer 
anglers fished, particularly over the Christmas period. No out­
standing catches were recorded but some reasonable match weights were 
returned including a team weight of 95 lbs taken during a Cheshire 
Winter League Match fished at Dinckley on the Ribble. Stillwater 
fisheries were frequently ice bound during the period, and although on 
the occasions when these waters were fishable angling effort was quite 
high, no exceptional catches were reported.
The high water levels provided ideal running conditions for salmon 
but very few spring fish have been observed in the lower reaches of 
the Ribble and no report has been received of fresh fish being taken. 
Well mended salmon and sea trout kelts have been hooked by both salmon 
and coarse fish anglers.
2. MIGRATORY FISH MOVEMENT
(i) River Hodder, Winckley Hall
1979 Fish Under 4 lb Fish Over
January Not counted until 0
February 27th May when 0
March counter was 2
April modified 4
May 27th-31st 10 4
June 552 43
July 2543 207
August 538 63
September 170 972
October 375 190
November 250 155
December 26 15
Total 4464 1655
1980 Fish Under 4 lb Fish Over
January 0 0
February 0 0
- 2 -
(ii> River Ribble, Waddow Weir
1979 Fish Under 4 lb Fish Over 4 lb
January
February
March
April
May 27th-31st 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
TOTAL
Not counted until 
27th May when 
counter was modified 
12 
971 
426 
1214 
649 
348 
147 
21 
, 3788
O
O
o
3
21
8
11
241
164
131
32
8
619
1980 Fish Under 4 lb Fish Over 4 lb
January
February
0
4
0
2
(iii) River Ribble, Locks Weir
1979
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
TOTAL
1980
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
52
172
69
198
13
504
January
February
0
0
HATCHERIES
Langcliffe
As reported to the last meeting on 9th January, 75 salmon and 67 
sea trout were obtained from the rivers for artificial propagation 
purposes. These fish were taken to Langcliffe where they were sexed 
and sorted after which 13 salmon , (including 7 kelts) and 35 sea trout 
(including 2 kelts) were returned to the river. Fish were held and 
stripped as follows
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Salmon Sea Trout
Male Female Male Female
Held 34 28 10 22
Escaped - 2 - -
Stripped 8 11 7 17
Died 26 15 3 5
The 11 salmon produced 70,000 ova which were laid down at Langcliffe 
for development to the eyed stage. 15,000 from the first batch to 
become eyed were sent to the Yorkshire Water Authority in exchange for
40.000 eyed sea trout ova, the remainder will be developed to fed fry 
at Middleton before being planted in suitable feeder streams of the 
Rivers Ribble and Hodder.
The 17 sea trout stripped produced 42,600 ova which were t^ken to 
Middleton immediately after stripping for development to fed fry. The
40.000 ova from Yorkshire were also taken to Middleton for similar 
development.
20.000 salmon ova from Scotland have been obtained through the Area 
Fisheries Officer (North) and will also be developed to fed fry at one 
of the northern hatcheries prior to planting out.
Pilot Hatchery
Carp fry continue to grow well within the system although there 
is a considerable difference in the size of fish from the same brood. 
5-10% of fish grow very quickly and acquire cannibalistic tendencies, 
and when these larger fish are removed other fish grow quickly and 
replace them. Fry from the last stripping in September varied from 1" 
to 7" in length at the end of February. Unfortunately with the 
limited facilities available it is not possible to grade the fish as 
frequently as we would wish and in consequence losses from cannibalism 
are relatively high.
Grass Carp are feeding well and eat both Trout pellets and lettuce. 
The conversion rate of food in these fish is relatively inefficient 
and their daily ration of vegetable material is continually being 
increased and will soon reach a level of 50% of body weight per 
day.
4. STOCKING BY THE AUTHORITY
No stocking has been undertaken by the Fisheries Department during 
the review period.
5. STOCKING BY ANGLING ASSOCIATIONS
Details of stocking and/or restocking by Angling Associations are 
shown in Appendix I to this report.
6. POLLUTION INCIDENTS AND/OR FISH MORTALITIES
No incidents of fish mortalities were reported during the review 
period.
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7. SPAWNING SEASON
Due to the high water levels which persisted throughout the 1979 
spawning season very little observation on the progress of spawning 
was possible and no count of redds could be obtained.
8. NET AND ROD CATCH RETURNS 1979 SEASON
Summaries of the monthly net and rod returns submitted to the 
Authority for 1979 are shown in Appendix II to this report. Details 
for rod licences are based on a 24% return. Approximately 8,223 
salmon and migratory trout licences were sold and 1,972 returns have 
been received.
It will be seen from the tables that 415 salmon were returned by 
rodsmen from the Ribble and 135 salmon returned by rodsmen from the 
Hodder, a total of 550 fish. The following information comes from the 
bailiffs on the Rivers Ribble and Hodder in respect of catches of 
salmon from their individual beats.
9. ILLEGAL INTRODUCTION OF ZANDER - LEEDS/LIVERPOOL CANAL
Considerable publicity has been given to two anonymous letters 
received by the 'Angling Times, the authors of which claim to have 
introduced Zander into the Leeds-Liverpool Canal at Maghull and 
Aintree, and the Crossens drainage system. The first letter in 
February 1980 claimed that in the course of two years 38 Zander had 
been put into the Leeds-Liverpool Canal in the Liverpool area. 
Following this a short electro-fishing exercise was mounted at 
Maghull, no Zander were caught in the 200m stretch fished, although a 
good stock of splendid roach was discovered.
The second letter, dated 13th February, claims that three more 
Zander have been put into the canal, and, further, that an unspecified 
quantity have been put into the Crossens system. If these intro­
ductions have taken place, the numbers involved are so small that it 
is very unlikely that electro fishing would detect them, indeed even 
that they would appear in anglers catches. The Authority has asked in 
statements on local Radio and Television that anglers catching a fish 
they suspect to be a Zander should remove it from the canal ?nd 
contact the Authority who will :identify it positively.
Tideway to Halfpenny Bridge 
Halfpenny Bridge to Dinckley 
Dinckley to Grindleton 
Gr indleton to Halton West 
Halton West to Ribble Head
15
150
550
300
290
River Hodder 314
1,619
APPENDIX I
SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
DETAILS OF STOCKING AND/OR RESTOCKING BY ANGLING ASSOCIATIONS
DATE ASSOCIATION OR INDIVIDUAL RECEIVING WATER SOURCE SPECIES NO. SIZE
OARSE FISH
O'. 2.80 T.A.F. Blarnes Hornes Dam, 
Goosenargh
Northern Fisheries Mirror Carp
Tench
Rudd
100
5C
30
)
) lib + 
)
ON-MIGRATORY TROUT
.12.79 Ribblesdale A.A. River Ribble 
Brunger ley Bric^
Dunsop Trout 
Farm
Brown Trout 2,000 4-5"
3.12.79 Mitre A.C. Cant Clough 
Reservoir
Dunsop Trout Farm Brown Trout 3,000 3-4"
2.1.80 Staincliffe A.C. River Ribble Belleau Bridge Brov/n Trout 300
5.2.80 Pendle Anglers Grange Mill 
Lodge
Ounsop Trout Farm Brown Trout 100 10"
3.2.80 Colne Anglers Middle Res. 
Foulridge
Afelham Park Fish 
Hatchery
Brown Trout 
Brown Trout
1,500
200
8"
12"
* !\j 00 O Colne Water A.C. Colne Waters 
River Ribble
Dunsop Trout 
Farm
Brown Trout 150 11-13"
i.2.80 Lancashire Fly 
Fishers
Dean Clough 
Reservoir
Dunsop Trout 
Farm
Brown Trout 1,000 9-11"
S.. 30 Dunsop Trout Farm Dunsop Trout 
Farm
Franklins Fish 
Farms
Rainbow Trout 4,200 12"
i. 2.80 C.W.S. Ltd.,
.
River Hodder Dunsop Trout 
Earm
Brown Trout £00 12"
RIVERS DIVISION
MONTHLY SALMON CATCHES-NETS AND FIXED ENGINES-1979 SEASON
MARCH APRIL MAY JIS*E JULY AUGUST SEPTfIKBER AVERAGEWEIGHT TOTAL
No Kt No Wt NO Wt NO Wt Mo Wt No Wt No Wt LBS No Wt
DEN & ESK - - 12 127% 38 389 65 664 505 3936 338 2762 66 584 8 .26 1024 8462%
COASTAL DRIFT - * - - _ „ - - - 105 771 170 1133 - - 6 .92 275 1904
 SOUTH& WEST CUMBRIA - - - - - - 5 20 14
•
124--: 18 115 - ■ - 7.00 37 259
>UDDON - - - - - - - 31 116 24 122% - - 4.33 55 238%
LEVEN - - -- - - _ - - 6 44 - - - - 7.33 6 44
KENT -- _ - - - _ 6 31 64 523% 27 188% - - 7 .66 97 743%
LUNE - _ 5 61 34 355% lOl 1044 391 3467% 1049 9410% - - 9 .07 1580 14338%
RIBBLE - - 4 49% 5 61 30 351 176 2,060 434 4,845% - - 11.35 649 7 ,367
TOTAL - 21 238 77 805% 207 2110 1,292 11,042 2,060 18,526% 66 584 8 .96 3# 723 *3,356%
RIVERS DIVISION
MDNTHLY SEA TROUT CATCHES-NETS AND FIXED ENGINES-1979 SEASON
MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE |
«k
JULY AUGUST SE PTE:m b e r
AVERAGE
WEIGBT
LBS
TOTAL
No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt NO Wt NO Wt No wt No Wt
EDEN & ESK - -- 3 8 100 291 860 2182 1100 2654 77 190 1 6 2.49 2141 5331
COASTAL DRIFT - - - - - -- - 2 9• 3 15
- - 4.80 5 24
SOUTH & WEST CUMBRIA _ 6 43 - - - - 7.17 6 43
DUDDON - - - - 1 3 7 ' 17 44 106% 24 76% - - 2.67 76 203
LEVEN - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
KENT - - - - - - - - 17 46% 3 11% - ~ 2.90 20 - 58
LUNE - - - 28 117** 214 760*1 359 1265% 68 255 ~ - 3.58 669 2398
RIBBLE - - 1 3 - 2 9 5 29% 1 8 - - 5.50 9 49%
TOTAL - - 4 11 129 411% 1083 2968% 1533 4154 176 555% 1 6 2.77 2926 8106%
WORTH WEST HATER AUTHORITY
nr/ms Division 
MONTHLY SALMON CATCHES ROD & LIKE 1979 SEASON
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr, May June July Aug. Sept Oct Total kmtft
- W i .
No. wt. No. Wt. No. wt. No. Wt. No. Wt. No. Wt. Ito. we. NO. Wt. No. Wt. No. Wt. Ho. Wt. (lbs.)
Border Esk 
(Eng.)
- - 1 10 6 78% 2 14 2 21 2 8 1 3% 14 78 38 290% 23 264 89 767% 8.62
Eden 22 292% 20 246 109 2.242 78 856% 35 381 26 250% 23 155 63 462% 125 1,171 55 547% 556 6,604% 11.88
Derwent - - - > - - 1 S 1 9% 1 13% 13 97% lOl 727% 186 1,554 159 1,447 462 3,854 8.34
Cocker - *P - - » - - - - - 2 23 1 6 15 116 26 199% 39 278 83 C22% t.50
Ellen - - - - - - - 1 2 ■- - - - 4 23 17 92% 13 77 35 194% 5.56
Ehen - - - - - - - - - - - - 3 2? 16 99% 18 130 8 58 45 312% 6.95
Calder - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3 16 2 17 3 17 8 50 6.25
Irt - - - - - - - - - - 3 35 5 27 8 45 9 64% 5 38% 30 210% 7.01
Annas - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 4% - - 2 8% 4 12% 3.19
Esk - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 26% 7 46% 10 84% 7 62 28 219% 7.84
Duddon - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 12 2 17% 7 48 io 80% 20 158 7.90
Leven - - - - - ' - 6 24% 5 11% ■a : 54% 10 69% io 82% 39 243% 6.25
Kent • - - - - 1 9% 2 19% 2 14 10 80 17 99% 37 194% 36 246% 23 153 128 816% 6.38
Bela - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 2 1 2% 1 3 3 7% 2.50
tone - - 1 20 3 21®i 4 . 41% 11 126% 10 108% 14 126% 83 731% 163 1,623 125 1,285% 414 4,084 9.86
Ribble - - - - 2 17 10 98 17 175% 15 143% 11 78% 83 687% 131 1,077% 146 1,286 415 3,563% 8.59
Hodder - - - - - - - - - - - - - 9 72% 37 326% 89 828% 135 1,227% $.09
Wyre - - - - - - - - - 1 7% - - 2 9% 14 62% 14 68% 31 147% 4.76
Keer - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 3 - - 1 3 3.00
TOTALS 22 292% 22 276 121 2,368*3 97 1,034% 69 729% 76 694% 98 668% 458 3,388 831 7,062% 732 6,584% 2,526 23,099 9.14
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
RIVERS DIVISION 
MONTHLY SEA TROUT CATCHES ROD AMD LINE 1979 SEASON
May June July Aug. Sept. Oct Total • Av«rag*
No. Wt. No. Wt. Mo. Wt. NO. Wt. Me. Wt. NO. we. NO. Wt. '
WW t4«
(lbs. 5
Border Esk (Eng.) 7 11% 123 228% 220 348 235 302% 11? 138 S 4% 707 1,033%
j
1.46
Eden IS 26% 105 206% 219 391% 158 269% 77 117% 12 IS S86 1,026 1.75
Derwent 1 2 8 12 2S 47% 104 158% 87 140% 38 43% 263 403% 1.53
Cocker - - 1 1% - - 4 12% 2 7 - - 7 21% 3.03
Ellen - - - - - - - - a 14% 1 1% 9 16 1.78
Ehen - 2 3 11 23% 81 101 40 57% 16 19% 150 205 1.37
Calder - - - - 4 4 7 9% - - - - 11 13% 1.23
Irt - - 1 6 1 1% 6 7 IS 22 6 7% 29 44 1.52
Esk - - - 24 32V 17 32% 6 8% - - 47 73% 1.57
Duddon - - 5 12% 9 13 7 12 4 5 1 3 26 45% 1.76
Leven - ' 3 2% 13 21 40 52% 66 84% lo 8% 132 168% 1.27
Kent 13 16% 5 IO 70 113 170 280% 1S1 225 32 39% 441 684% l.SS
Lune 21 34% 92 154% 290 489% 482 723 473 618% 132 204% 1,490 2,224% 1.4*
Others
Northern Are* - - - - . - 39 SI IS 13 3 3 57 67 1.17
Ribble 4 2% 17 17 21 25% 53 67% 80 128% 9_ 16% 184 257 1.40
Hodder - - 6 6% 26 56% 168 314 89 161% 21 34 310 572% 1 8^5
Wyre 4 4% 2 2% 3 3% 17 24% 22 24% 3 7% 51 67% 1.32
TOTAL €5 98% 370 663 936 1,571 1,588 2,417% 1,252 1,765% 289 407% 4,500 6,923% 1.53
